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records of his time serving as a cor-
poral in World War I. We also have sto-
ries from the most current conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan in the collection. 

To have this personal record is so im-
portant to the history and nature of 
our country as it provides our Nation 
with the unique perspective of what 
it’s like serving on the ground, a point 
of view often lost in the history books. 
Mr. Speaker, it is by preserving these 
stories and records that the past is 
shared with the future and lessons can 
be learned. 

I highly encourage all veterans to 
participate in the Veterans History 
Project and support this resolution for 
the designation of National Veterans 
History Project Week to encourage 
public participation in this nationwide 
collection of stories. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
my colleagues, Mr. KIND of Wisconsin 
and Mr. WAMP of Tennessee, for intro-
ducing this bipartisan legislation, and 
Chairman FILNER and Ranking Member 
BUYER for moving the bill so quickly to 
the floor for consideration. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
H. Res. 866. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on House 
Resolution 866. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALZ. Again, I, too, want to 

thank Mr. WAMP, Mr. KIND, and every-
one involved in this; it is absolutely 
appropriate as next week we stop to re-
member Veterans Day. This project 
does so all year and for generations to 
come. I urge unanimous support of this 
resolution. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I stand here today in support of H. Res. 866, 
which expresses support for designation of a 
National Veterans History Project Week to en-
courage public participation in a nationwide 
project that collects and preserves the stories 
of the men and women who served our nation 
in times of war and conflict. I support this res-
olution because the preservation of our coun-
try’s history, as told by the men and women of 
the armed services, is a valuable piece of our 
nation’s heritage and merits our wholehearted 
endorsement. 

The Veterans History Project was estab-
lished in 2000 by the Veteran’s Oral History 
Project Act, which I was proud to support as 
a cosponsor. We knew then, as we know now, 
that the experience of our nation’s veterans is 
a vital part of the history of military conflicts. 
The Congress unanimously supported the leg-
islation, a testament to the necessity of this ef-
fort. 

The American Folklife Center of the Library 
of Congress was charged by Congress to ini-
tiate and oversee the Veterans History Project. 
Its task is to engage the public to create a col-
lection of oral histories, which would be avail-
able for scholars. The Veterans History Project 

is operated by volunteer interviewers, partner 
organizations, and an array of institutions’ 
dedicated to the preservation of the United 
States’ heritage. Interviews with American war 
veterans and the civilian workers who sup-
ported the veterans are conducted according 
to the guidelines provided by the Project. The 
Veterans History Project collects the memories 
and remembrances of veterans who served in 
World War I, World War II, the Cold War, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian 
Gulf War, and the Iraq and Afghanistan con-
flicts. So far, the Veterans History Project has 
collected over 66,000 oral histories, pictures, 
and diary entries from American men and 
women who served their country on the battle-
field and at home. The stories are made avail-
able at the Library of Congress and on the 
Veterans History Project website for everyone 
to study and experience. 

I would like to acknowledge that there are 
two official partner organizations assisting this 
project in my home state of Texas. The first is 
the League of United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC) located in Irving, Texas. The second 
is the LULAC-Daughters and Mothers Assist-
ing Success Program located in Dallas, Texas. 
I am proud of the generosity of these organi-
zations that are willing to donate their time to 
honor veterans and preserve veterans’ history. 

Veterans History Project Week highlights 
the need to collect and preserve the personal 
narratives of the men and women who have 
served the United States in times of war and 
conflict. The collection of personal experiences 
of U.S. service men and women will be a vital 
part of the historical record that will help future 
scholars understand the conflicts. There are 
over 23 million wartime veterans in America 
whose personal narratives can elucidate both 
the experience of armed conflict throughout 
time and the proceedings of the conflicts 
themselves. 

This resolution is a timely reminder of the 
importance of acting quickly to preserve the 
experience of U.S. veterans. Approximately 40 
percent of veterans are 65 years old or over. 
Of the 2.6 million World War II veterans who 
were alive in 2008, we are losing nearly 900 
on average each day. We must not let time ir-
reversibly claim the memories that are our na-
tion’s heritage. 

The Veterans History Project also serves as 
a tribute to the men and women who have 
fought our country’s battles or supported the 
effort at home. Collecting and preserving the 
personal narratives of veterans for historical 
records demonstrates the importance of the 
individual experiences. The voices of veterans 
will be available to be heard by future students 
of history and their experience will remain 
alive. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution and the effort to 
preserve the memory of those who have 
served our country in times of war and conflict 
are an invaluable part of preserving our coun-
try’s heritage. 

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Res. 866, expressing support for 
designation of a National Veterans History 
Project Week to encourage public participation 
in a nationwide project that collects and pre-
serves the stories of the men and women who 
served our nation in times of war and conflict. 
I joined with my colleague, Mr. KIND, to intro-
duce this legislation. 

Our Nation loses at least 1,000 veterans 
every day, and along with them we lose their 

stories of courage and memories of comrade-
ship and sacrifice. In October 2000, Congress 
recognized the urgency of collecting these 
wartime memories, accounts and documents 
and created the Veterans History Project. 

Today we honor all the lives of veterans and 
the project by supporting the designation of 
National Veterans History Project Week. We 
encourage Americans to join in the effort to 
preserve and honor the service of our wartime 
veterans by interviewing those in their families 
and communities to contribute to the Veteran’s 
History Project. It is a unique opportunity to 
help document the personal accounts of our 
Nation’s veterans for today’s generation and 
future Americans. 

More than 600 stories of veterans in the 
Tennessee Valley have been permanently 
archived at the Library of Congress as part of 
the Veterans History project. More than 100 of 
these local veterans’ memories were aired on 
Chattanooga’s WRCB–TV. Through WRCB’s 
television coverage, many veterans were in-
spired to share their stories and more were 
collected than we could have ever expected. 
Some of these memories include those of 
fresh-faced high school graduates who 
stormed the beaches of Normandy on D-day, 
officers who fought through the Battle of the 
Bulge and left Europe as decorated heroes, 
and young women who voluntarily served in 
the Army Corps of Nurses helping our soldiers 
heal from their battle wounds. Theirs are the 
stories we may not have heard if not for the 
Veterans History Project. 

Our Nation’s history of freedom is passed 
down from one generation to the next by 
American patriots who were willing to stand 
between a threat and our civilian population. It 
is essential that we work together to preserve 
their memories and experiences for future 
generations who have much to learn from 
those who have so honorably served our Na-
tion. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 866. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

HONORING SENTINELS OF 
FREEDOM 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 461) honoring Sentinels 
of Freedom and commending the dedi-
cation, commitment, and extraor-
dinary work of the organization. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 
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H. RES. 461 

Whereas in 2003, Sentinels of Freedom, 
based in San Ramon and Danville, Cali-
fornia, was established; 

Whereas the mission of Sentinels of Free-
dom is to provide life-changing opportunities 
for men and women who served in the United 
States Armed Forces and who have suffered 
severe injuries; 

Whereas the Sentinels of Freedom Scholar-
ship Foundation was created to benefit 
qualified veterans severely injured in the 
line of duty on or after September 11, 2001; 

Whereas Sentinels of Freedom provides 
four-year scholarships that help veterans to 
become self-sufficient; 

Whereas scholarship recipients receive sup-
port to enroll in school, find and maintain a 
job, and obtain housing; 

Whereas Sentinels of Freedom organizes 
teams of local volunteers that provide men-
toring and moral support for scholarship re-
cipients; 

Whereas Sentinels of Freedom has excelled 
in providing assistance to veterans; and 

Whereas thanks to Sentinels of Freedom, 
39 veterans have benefitted from scholar-
ships and many more will in the coming 
years: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors Sentinels of Freedom; 
(2) commends Sentinels of Freedom’s dedi-

cation and commitment to the brave men 
and women who have served the United 
States; and 

(3) praises Sentinels of Freedom for its ex-
traordinary work for the well-being of the 
Nation’s veterans. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand in full support 
of House Resolution 461 to honor the 
Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship 
Foundation. 

Sentinels of Freedom is an organiza-
tion that provides support and opportu-
nities to selected veterans with inju-
ries sustaining 60 percent or higher lev-
els of disability in all branches of our 
military post-9/11. They provide signifi-
cant support in assisting our veterans 
to readjust back to civilian life and 
prosper in their hometowns or new 
communities. 

Each of the past recipients of the 
Sentinels of Freedom scholarship has 
an inspiring story of recovery. Many of 
them have lived through injuries which 
they were not expected to survive and 
further endured many surgeries and 
months of recovery. For example, 
Army veteran Jake Brown accepted the 
first Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship 
in 2004. Crushed by a tank while serv-
ing in Germany, he was in a coma for 
10 days and was not expected to live, 
but now he is back in his hometown 
and he is thriving. 

Jake returned to his hometown of 
San Ramon, California, with his wife 
and currently works for UPS, where he 
has earned two promotions. He is also 
on the dean’s list at Diablo Valley Col-
lege. He has dreams of ultimately at-

tending UC Berkeley’s Haas School of 
Business. Despite having life-altering 
physical handicaps, veterans like Jake 
Brown are grateful to be alive and con-
tinue to prosper in their communities. 

As Mike Conklin, chairman and CEO 
of Sentinels of Freedom, describes, the 
program is not a charity but rather an 
investment in the life of a person who 
has served our Nation and has earned 
the right to achieve his or her part of 
the American Dream. 

As our veterans return home from 
war, it is fitting to have House Resolu-
tion 461 before us today. I am grateful 
to have the Sentinels of Freedom and 
other organizations that assist our 
wounded veterans and shed light and 
let them achieve their dreams. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H. Res. 461, a reso-
lution honoring the Sentinels of Free-
dom and commending the dedication, 
commitment, and extraordinary work 
of the organization. 

The bills we have passed this year 
will make enormous strides in helping 
our Nation’s veterans improve their 
lives. 

b 1545 
However, the Federal Government 

cannot do this job alone. It is through 
the work of organizations like the Sen-
tinels of Freedom that our injured vet-
erans can get back on the road to self- 
sufficiency. 

Started by the father of three Army 
Rangers after one of his sons was 
wounded in Iraq in 2003, this 2- to 4- 
year life scholarship program is meant 
to assist veterans with severe service- 
related injuries who have the aptitude, 
attitude, and drive to become inde-
pendent and successful members of so-
ciety. The scholarship recipients are 
called ‘‘sentinels’’ in honor of their 
sacrifice and commitment to guarding 
America’s freedoms. Over 32 service-
members have joined the Sentinels of 
Freedom program. These sentinels are 
flourishing because of the help and as-
sistance they have received from vol-
unteers in their communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
my colleague and fellow committee 
member Mr. MCNERNEY of California 
for introducing this legislation to 
honor the work and dedication of the 
Sentinels of Freedom, as well as to 
thank the many volunteers working 
with this organization all across the 
country to help our injured service-
members move back into society. 

I would also like to thank Chairman 
FILNER and Ranking Member BUYER for 
moving the bill so quickly to the floor 
for consideration. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
H. Res. 461. 

Mr. Speaker, having no further 
speakers, again, I urge the passage of 
this very important resolution; and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 

have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on House 
Resolution 461. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I, too, urge 

my colleagues to unanimously support 
this resolution. 

I want to thank Mr. MCNERNEY from 
California for the inspiring story of 
Jake and for bringing this piece of leg-
islation to the floor—again, absolutely 
appropriate the week before Veterans 
Day. 

I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back all remaining time, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 461. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
509) to authorize a major medical facil-
ity project at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center, Walla 
Walla, Washington, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 509 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY PROJECT 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS MEDICAL CENTER, WALLA 
WALLA, WASHINGTON. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR MAJOR MEDICAL FA-
CILITY PROJECT.—The Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs may carry out a major medical facil-
ity project for the construction of a new 
multiple specialty outpatient facility, cam-
pus renovation and upgrades, and additional 
parking at the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center, Walla Walla, Wash-
ington, with the project to be carried out in 
an amount not to exceed $71,400,000. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 
2009 for the Construction, Major Projects ac-
count, $71,400,000 for the project authorized 
in subsection (a). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DRIEHAUS). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) 
and the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
BOOZMAN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. WALZ. I yield myself as much 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of S. 509, a bill to authorize a new out-
patient clinic at the Jonathan M. 
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